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Semi Editorial. 

Si ii eta my last I worked the 
Valley church, Westmoreland 
county, Pa. Bretlireu W. A. 
Harmon and Stephen Hildebrand 
and Dr. Ben nut , are the ministers, 
and their address ia Jones' Mills. 
Bid not do as well there as I 
should have done, but perhaps it 
was my own fault. Visited Dr. 
Bonnet's, Hildebrand's and 
Young's.. The brethren here 
have a very neat and comfortable 
church, ii mi they seem to appre- 
ciate it. Aud they have a strong 
ministerial force, which, proper- 
ly sustained, will perform work 
that will tail in its effect upon 
the community. 

Tiieiue by hack to Somerset, 
across the Laurel Hill mountain, 
seventeen miles, which was the 
hardest ride I have had for a 
year. Heated a lew hours at the 
house of Judge Musselman, and 
en joyed their hospitality , Then 
by Railroad to Berlin. Found 
my folks pretty well, but my 
wife bad uot yet returned from 
ber visit among our relatives aud 
friends in Huntingdon, Blair, Bed- 
ford counties, and so I did not 
meet her. Bid not make many 
visits, but called at brother Sam- 
uel Forney's and Jacob Muaser's, 
ut each of which places there are 
two families of the same name. 
Also at brother David L, Meyer's, 
to visit his mother, the widow of 
brother Samuel Meyers, who had 
been stricken with palay. We 
learn she has since died. She 
was Lena Lichty from borne, and 
was quite aged. I attended one 
service at Berlin, at which broth- 
er Alvin Cober preached. 

Also visited Peter 0. Meyer's, 
a short distance below Meyers- 
dale. Here I met Samuel C. 
Licbty, brother of the above 
Lena, who ia in his eighty sixth 
year, aud is bliud, but otherwise 
would be very lively for one of 
his age. To this place I bad 
gone with mingled feelings oi 
hopes aud fears. The proprietor 
ot the place could give ten thous- 
and dollars to Ashland College 
and be uone the worse off, nor 
his children, who are also all in 
fair circumstances. So far be 
has not done anythiug, and it is 
uot my fault cither, but I am not 
altogether without hope yet. 
As long as there is life there is 
hope ; and sometimes there is 
hope after death, as in eases of 
bequests. 1 do with I bad some 
means of reaching such wealthy 
people. Just think of menawho 
are 'worth from seventy-five to 
one hundred thousand dollars, 
giving nothing, while others who 
are not worth over one thousand 
dollars give from ten to fifty 


dollars, and atill others who are 
not worth one hundred in cash, 
give from five to ten dollars. 
There is no "equality, and there 
will be none in this world ; hot 
Id the next world there will be 
an evening up. Wonder where 
the rieb get their hope from. 
Will any of them please tell T 
Just give the chapter and verse. 
I am beginning to feel as if we 
didn't have any more use for the 
rich who will not give than we 
have for the poor who will not 
work. Some are beginning to 
say : "Henry are yon not a little 
severe on the rich T" Perhaps 
so ; bat I am only obeying the 
apostolical injunction : "Charge 
them that are rich in this world, 
that they be not high minded, 
nor trust in uncertain riches, but 
in the living Ciod, who giveth 
us richly all things to enjoy ; 
that they do good that they 
be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate ; laying up in 
store for themselves a good 
foundation against the time to 
come, that they may lay hold on 
eternal life." Now mark you: 
the above is Gospel. It ia not 
my own pleadings : it comes with 
authority ; it ia law. And so is 
the following also, and I believe 
it is directed to me as well as it 
was to Timothy: "Them that 
ain rebuke before all, that others 
may also fear. I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Jeans 
Christ, and the elect angels, that 
thou observe these things with- 
out preferring one before anoth- 
er doing nothing by partiality." 
I must discharge my duty to tbie 
class of offenders as well as to all 
others. Perhaps unto that pur- 
pose the Lord has called me in- 
to this work. I suppose it does 
appear insolent for a poor beg- 
gar, having neither house nor 
home, and having been thrust 
out of church for hearsay, to go 
to the house ot the man of plenty, 
commanding his thousands and 
teiiB of thousands, and offering 
him advice as to what he should 
do with his surplus, Neverthe- 
leas auch is my duty, aud by 
God's grace, I mean to discharge 
it to the very best of my ability. 

'"Well, but won't you offend 
them, and thus defeat your own 
work?" says one, I answer no; 
if I only could often d them ; then 
I would know I had reached 
them, and could enter upon 
terms of negotiation . They are 
afraid to acknowledge that I 
have hit their case. It appears 
to me that riches is like drunk- 
en uess. A man never knows 
when he gete it. If a fellow is so 
full that ha feels upward for the 
ground, he will be insulted if you 
say he is drunk. And bo, when 
you speak of the rich to the man 
worth twenty-five thousand, he 
will think you are alluding to his 
neighbor who is worth fifty thous- 
and ; and when you address the fif- 
ty thousand man, he will think of 
the man who owns a hundred 
thousand, and so on, Everbody 
thinks that tbe rich ought to give; 
but to find the rich, aye, that's tbe 
rub. Perhaps yon want my 
definition, and you shall have it 
tree, gratis for nothing: When 
a person has so much that the 
interest thereon, with what he 
himself can easily earn, will 
keep him, such a person is rich, 
audhe ought to give liberally. 
Those who have more than that 
are-very rich and should give very 
liberally from their abundance. 
Let everybody try this rule upon 
himself, aud then report, I still ' 


need abont $1800,00 I hope 
thia chapter will reach the oaiea 
of many, and that they will 
speedily respond. 

I will next pounce down upon 
West Virginia, and my first stop 
will be at Cameron. Tbence 
eastward, until I have finished 
that state and. Old Virginia. I 
shall be pleased to receive letters 
at Cameron, in regard to routes, 
invitations to stop, and so forth, 
until August 9th, when I expect 
to leave there. 

No, Philip, I didn't get into 
tbe Eittanning jail. If I had the 
Evangelist would have bad lota 
of semi editorial last week, for it 
seems to me that would be an ex- 
cellent place to write in j next to 
an editor's sanctum ; so nice and 
quiet. One don't always have a 
good chance to write, while travel - 
ing and don't always feel in mood 
for it, either. After spending 
half a day trying to talk some- 
body it to a donation, who you 
know conld easily do it, and 
tailing one does not fee) like 
writing nice, pleasant, encourag- 
ing editorials, so he don't. The 
readers of the Evangelist would 
not like what I would write 
while under the inspiration be 
gotten by such experience, Tt 
would be one blue streak of com 
plaint. Fact is. I couldn't write 
at all ; would not know where to 
begin. I get too full. 

I was at Dayton last week, on 
business. That property suit 
was still not decided. Cannot 
tell tbe cause of the delay, except 
that the Judge ia very throng 
and has many other cases on 
hand, claiming his attention. I 
am still hopeful that the Breth- 
ren will gain the case. The 
property is deeded to the Bap- 
tist Brethren, or Dunkards. We 
are the Brethren ; we are bap- 
tists (immersion is te) ; we are the 
only organization of Dunkards 
in the city of Dayton desiring to 
use the house for worship ; we 
are tbe legal descendents of the 
German Baptists, who for a 
while had possession of the prop- 
erty, and who now are the only 
contestants ; and we propose only 
to use it jointly with all other 
sects of the Dunkard fraternity. 
I met brother Jos. I. Cover at 
the depot at Dayton, and had 
quite a talk with bim. He ia 
editor of the Vindicator, the Old 
Order paper. He gave me a 
copy of the minutes of their last 
Yearly Meeting, and invited me 
to try my critical pen on them. 
They have only fonr articles on 
tbe minutes. .The other quer- 
ies were returned to the churches 
with auch advice as the Standing 
Committee deemed best. That 
ia a pretty good idea. I believe I 
would have disposed of those 
four in the same way. The fol- 
lowing are the queries and an- 
swers on the minutes : 

Article 1. Should brethren al 
low themselves to be craped and 
gloved when serving aa Fall- 
bearers 7 Answer ; They should 
not, according to the ancient or- 
der of the orotherhood ; also, 
contrary to the word of God. 
(See Luke xvi. 15. 

Art 2. Is it right for male 
members of the ohnrch of Christ 
— and who are mourners to ait 
with hats on and not to bow 
down upon their knees in time of 
prayer f Answer ; Refer to Y. 
M. of 1819, Art. 6, and think 
members should bow down in 
time of prayer. (See Psalms 
xxxvm. 8. j Lake xxiv. 5; Phil, 
n. 10.) 

Art. 3. How is it to be con- 
sidered when ministers of our be- 
loved fraternity lead and go be- 
fore the fuueraJ.procession ? An- 
ewer : This meeting advise best 


not to go before such processions 
when it can be reasonably avoid- 
ed. 

Art. 4. Asking the Y. M. of 
1886 to say whether mem bora ot 
the ohnrch, under any cireum- 
jfances„ may erect Telephones, 
and if admissible, under what 
situations can it be tolerated T 
This deferred indefinitely for 
more mature consideration. 

If I know anything, then I 
believe that telephones would 
come under Luke 16 : 16, ["For 
that which is highly esteemed 
among men is abomination in 
the eight of God"] aa well as 
"craped" and "gloved" pallbear- 
ers. Both are highly esteemed 
among men ; one ia useful, tbe 
other ornamental. But, then, 
that is the way it always was: 
every new thing had to contend 
with its share of opposition. Af- 
ter the novelty of the thing is 
worn off, then its usefulness can 
be seen, Bro. Cover promised 
to send me one of their Books of 
Minutes, lately published. Hope 
be will not forget it. 

I also met brother Erbangh, 
another Old Order brother. He 
feels bad over tbe Dayton church 
property wrangle, and insists up- 
on it that it was not the inten- 
tion of tbe old brethren to enter 
into litigation. He says they al- 
so went to their attorney and 
requested him to withdraw the 
petition, which he did, but mean- 
while tbe German Baptists bad 
taken up the case, and became 
plaintiffs. I concede that the 
Old Order brethren did it igno- 
rantly, and I can forgive them, 
for I do not think they will fto 
the like again. 

H. D. Davy was their Fore- 
man (not moderator) at last 
Yearly (not annual) meeting. So 
Davy has regaiued his dignity 
again. 

Concerning the proposed un- 
ion with tbe Brethren in Christ, 
I would respectfully suggest to 
them, that, pending their con- 
ference in October, they should 
earnestly and thoroughly investi- 
gate the subject of the Lord's 
Supper, which they do not ob- 
serve in connection with the 
Communion. If they cannot 
consent to such observance, I 
know, from acquaintance with 
our people, that no such union 
can be effected. In the investi- 
gation on the subject, they may 
be greatly assisted by reading 
brother Beer's book on the 
Passover, or Lord's Supper, I 
will supply the book to them 
with that view, at forty cents a 
copy. That work upon that 
subject, ia exhaustive. They 
will have plenty of time to read 
it through and talk the matter 
over before October, Then 
if they agree with ns, the 
union can be readily con- 
summated. It they cannot agree 
with us, we need not unite, and 
there will be no barm done. 
That I believe is the main point 
of difference between the two 
bodies. True, some of their con- 
gregations do use the mourner's 
bench, bat that is a thing which 
will die out of itself, like infant 
baptism. "Every plant which 
my heavenly Father hath not 
planted shall be rooted up." I 
should be pleased to see such a 
consolidation brought about, 
provided it can be done solidly ; 
but a bad weld is worse 
than two pieces, I do not like 
to see people get married with- 
out proper courtship. Let us 
get acquainted, Brethren in 
Christ, before we get married. 
There ia no hnrry about the 

wedding ; neither of us ia so very 


old yet. Who are yon, and how 
do yoa live and what do you do, 
religions ly T Come, let us bear 
from you, if we are going to be 
Brethren. Keep nothing back. 
Let oe he natural. Let ns not 
do as some people do in their 
courtship ; hide their likes and 
dislikes from eaoh other until 
after marriage, and then fight it 
out for life. Thank God we 
don't have to get married ; and 
thank the Lord, too, we may, if 
after matnre deliberation, we 
wish to. There is no law against 
it. 

Yes, I am in favor of a Con- 
vention this fall, and would sug- 
gest Thursday November 11th, 
and if need be, it can be non- 
tinned to Monday 15th. I am 
also favorable to Ashland, as a 
very suitable pla^e. Then all 
the churches represented would 
have an excellent) opportunity of 
getting acquainted with the Col- 
lege and those engaged ia its 
management, and oonld bring 
their donations with them and 
see it appropriated. But, if the 
above time is to be used, it must 
be agreed upon very soon, as it 
will require some time to get 
ready tor a convention. Let the 
Executive Committee act upon 
the case at once, and communi- 
cate to this office their decision 
in the case. The committee 
consists of brethren E, L. Yoder, 
Daniel Crofford, W. J. H. Ban- 
man, 8. C. Stump, and John 
Nicholson. 

And let us at once have sug- 
gestions as to the class of busi- 
ness which should come be- 
fore the convention. I think we 
are fu lly o rganized, But we now_ 
wan t to go to work, and wejieed 
tn jama hnw gfl are going to go 
ahnnr it.. 

While at Dayton last week I 
visited brother Riebl'a aud broth- 
er A brum Beeghly'e. Sister 
Kiehl is still not nearly well, 
though some bettet than when I 
last saw her. She aske an inter- 
est in the prayerB of the Brethren, 
for the recovery of her health. 
She desires to live, that she may 
work for Christ in the Dayton 
ohnrch, where she is needed, and 
where she could do much good. 
Pray for her brethren and sisters. 
Brother Beegbly, whose illness 
was announced several weeks 
ago, has about regained his 
health, and ia busy at work again. 
But I regret to learn that Uncle 
John, as he is called in this fam- 
ily, brother John Beeghly, of 
Auburn, Illinois, has gone to bis 
eternal home. I regret it on our 
account, on account of the church 
and his family, who will greatly 
feel the loss ; but for him it is 
better, as all his sorrows, cares 
and sufferings are now over. 
He was a good honest man, and 
a faithful brother. The bereaved 
familv has my warmest sympa- 
thies. 

HOLSIHQKB. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 

Bro. Henry Homan gave us a 
call Monday morning. 

Bro. Mallott has a bundle of 
"Pen Wavelets" in for next 
week, 

Bro H. li. Holsinger gave ns 
one of his terse, practical ser- 
mons at the College Chapel last 
Lord's day. 

Bro. Isaac Kilhefner and Ja- 
cob Haxen attended services at 
tbe Fair Haven church last 


Lord's day. 


Several articles of correspond- 
ence that are in type we could 


